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DOWRIES FOR DAUGHTERS
DISCUSSED BI MOTHERS,

Wives of Senators and Members of
the Cabinet Differ on This Im-

porta nt Social Topic.

HOW A BELGIAN COUNT
CUT A BIG iINCOME FUK LIFE.

Mrs. Wanamaker, Mrs. Noble, Mrs. Senator
Sherman, Mrs. Carlisle and Mrs. McPherson

on the Advantages
and Dangers of "Dots."

Wabbingtox, Feb. 21, 1891.
HOULD American girls
have dowries? Should we

F/fif settle a portion upon our

rli ||® daughters at marriage?
v\\ IIII/ These questions I have

v asked of some of our most
^0^noted society ladies dur

®n^^ast we9^' ani* *

vtv find their answers inter/Y4 estins in the extreme. I

£ ' JIM first called upon Mrs. Sen\>^Wator John Sherman. She
said:.

"I am in favor of dowries '

for our daughters, thougb I do not think the mat-
1

ter should be a compulsory one, as it is in France.
I believe, however, that both husband and wife are

all the happier from the possession of means
of their own, and every parent who values his
daughter's best happiness will not hesitate to
endow her upon the event of her marriage. I have
often expressed this sentiment in our family, and
I believe that no father, should hepossess sufficient
means, is justified in placing his child in a position
where she Will be entirely dependent upon the
whims of anotner. It is a wise regulation of the
French government to provide by the settlement
of a marriage portion for the permanent support
of the wife, so that she can never be left in want,
no matter how improvident the husband may be.

HOW THE COUNT GOT $10,000 A YEAR.

"Nevertheless, I know," continued Mrs. Sherman,"of any number of instances in which the
system has proved rather disastrous. You may
pi-obably have heard of the marriage of Miss Gordon,of Cleveland, Ohio, to Count Vilain, of BelgiumThe affair created quite a sensation at the
time, as Miss Gordon was a beautiful girl and the
oply child of a milJionnaire, who was violently op- <

posed to his daughter wedding a foreigner. The
parents opposed the match for a while and made 1

every effort to draw their child out of the way of t
temptation. The lover, however, was not to be i

tnwarted, and whon the affair became unavoidable 6

the parents determined to make the best of it. A s
meeting was arranged with the lover for the pur- c

pose of signing the settlements, and when the *

preliminaries were being disoussed the amount of
the 'dot' became a subject of considerable controversy.At length the father asked what money 1

the Count's family intended to bestow upon him. t
This question rather staggered the voting man, who s

hastened to explain that no such custom prevailed *

in his oountry. so far as the husband was concerned.c
" 'Very well, then,' added Mr. Gordon, 'unless c

you can show an equal amount, either in money or J
lands, you cannot have my daughter.' d

'After considerable cabling and much disoussion £
the question was finally settled by the consent of
the Count's father to transfer to his son property
valued at $100,000. Not until then would the
millionnaire agree to the demand, and he immediatelysettled a life interest upon the young couple *
of $10,000 a year, ten per cent of the amount oonf«rrndniuiii the flrroom. Three vears afterward
the wife died, and to-day the widower continues to
receive the annual allowance agreed upon from his a
father-in-law, notwithstanding the fact of his
second marriage. 1 might quote other instanoes of
a similar character," Mrs. Sherman went on, -'but P
they would all go to prove that foreigners seldom
overlook the all important 'dot' in a qnestion of a
marriage with an American girl, no matter how
fondly they may love the woman, and the subject 1

is worthy of more serious consideration among t
those who have their children's lasting happiness
to consider.

SHE LOVED ANOTHER.
"You are doubtless familiar," continued Mrs. t

Sherman, "with Lucy Hooper's advice to her gcountrywomen? In one of her letters written
from abroad after her marriage she thus forcibly
puts the case:.'My dear young American sisters, d
if you must have a pet purchase a spaniel, but ]
never buy a French Count.' Miss Hooper's father,
as Consul at Paris, had many curious experiences
brought to his notice in his official capacity, not t
the leas* original of which was the case of a young
wife whose fancy had been enthralled, like many
another American girl's, by the glitter of a title.
One day while seated at his desk he was inter- a
runted by the entranoe of a lady, who feelingly ex- t
plained that her husband, a Frenchman, bad Informedher that by the laws of Franco, which requirethe presence of the resident foreign Minister v

or at least the Consul at the ceremony to insure
the legality of the contract, their marriage did °

not hold good in his own country, and that in con- ®

sequence of the absence of such a representative at 1

the church she could no longer claim his al- u

legiance as a husband. Sympathizing with the ®

woman in her trying and questionable position Mr. ^
Hooper very gently explained vhat unfortunately b
there did exist such a law and that he was powerlessto help her. To his astonishment his visitor ^
delightedly exclaimed:.'Then it is all true, as he f
said, and I am free to marry whom I choose. I am
so glad, for there is another whom I love very
dearly!"' 11

MBS. POSTMASTER GENERAL WANAMAKER. S
Mrs. Wanamaker, wife of our Postmaster Gen- v

eral, is a woman of culture and rare common f
sense, and having spent several years in foreign h
travel is lilted to express intelligent views on this o

since, and found her luxuriously ensconced in her f
pretty boudoir in the midst of her regular daily
work of correspondence. She was answering t
dozens of private notes and letters of charitable c

appeals. She said:. c
' I think that the question of bestowing a 'dot' or E

wedding portion should be entirely optional, not v

compulsory as it is abroad. Such arrangements
are in many instances productive of much evil and c
of considerable financial embarrassment. As an a
illustration of this I recall the case of a wealthy t
frenchman who had three wedded daughters, upon ii
each of whom he had bestowed a 'dot' far in excess 1
of his privato weans. Two of his sons-in-law have t
been taken into partnership with him and in conse- i
quence he had impoverished himself, when other- s
wise he would have been rich in this world's goods. r
Many American girls possess independent means, t
and their future is provided for witnout additional
endowment. As to girls not so situated I hardly a
think that any man of means would care to permit s
his daughter to leave her home unendowed and g
thereby place her in a position of comparative dependence."s

MKS. rECEETARY NOBLE. r
Mrs. Noble saysI
"1 do not like the idea of giving dowries. I think t

tliera degrading and a relic of a barbaric age. r
When the subject is lookod at in its true light it c
degenerates into a mere question of 'barter.' <]
Among Indian tribes the habit is always to pay ^
down a bounty or purchase money, either in lands
or an equal value in beads, skins or wampum, g
upon the choice of a bride from among the dusky ^
daughters of tho nation. If the maiden be well ^
favored and possessed of superior attractions, the ^

||^L money is paid over by the groom into the hands of tthe father, and the young girl becomes a wife with tall the show and oeremony of early barbaric custorn.Should the maid be ill favored or devoid of ^personal charms, a handsome sum is paid by the
parent as a bonus thrown in after the manner of
a chrorno to equalize the bargain.
"There is to me," Mrs. Noble w«nt on, "someWthing repulsive in the bare consideration of dowry P

r giving in a civilized community and in an age of
Christian advancement. On the other hand, a
father possessed of any means would be unrea- v

sonable to permit his child to enter into the raatri- c

monial state empty handed, more especially n

should the man of her choice be possessed of a J"moderate income and steady business habits. A ''
fair Rtart in llfft >s th« secret of a successful future.
.nd uatay men are too often hampered in their ?
youth by the burden of family expenses that i]
cripple their best efforts at a time when a little dia- P
creet financial aid would set them afloat upon i-ae d
sea of success with favorable winds to waft their !l
bark. There is a wise clause in English jurispru- t
dence that provides for the support of a wife from o
an endowment contained in the marriage settle- s
ment. Such a dot belongs unconditionally to the ?
wife, and she can withhold it, notwithstanding the n
demands of the husband." h

MBS. CARLISLE ON HAPPY MARRIAGES. T
Mrs. Carlisle expresses short but decided views

in favor of the dowry. Said she:.ii
"A woman should always possess means of her o

own if she expects to enjoy a perfectly congenial t

i
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wedded life. Even the most generous of husbands
often overlook tUo smaller needs of a household
that form so important a factor in the general
comfort and happiness, and very few women care
to be constantly making petty demands upon their
husbands, preferring more often to go without a

necessity rather than annoy a man by little im-
portunitlss of this kind, until at length alack of
mutual confidence engenders misunderstandings
mat prove the beginning or serious estrangements.
It is the same thiiig over again as that brought out
in the allowance system, and if tlie wife possesses
independent means the wheels of domestic machineryrun smoothly forward without jar or
hindrance. By all means give youi daughters a
wedding portion should your fortune permit, and
3o not thrust her from the parental nest unsuppliedwith necessary nrotection Iroiu future
want."
Mrs. McPherson. wife of the Senator from New

Jersey, has spent much of her life in foreign travel,
and probably there are few corners of the world
which, at one time or another, she has not visited.
woman of keen intelligence and considerable lit3rarytaste, she has made a careful study of the

parious customs and national peculiarities. I
isked her whether she approved of the giving of
lowries.
"I do, most emphatically," she answered. "For

the sake of a woman's individual happiness, if for
10 other reason, it is a wise provision, and I beievethat every parent who ban his child's best
welfare at heart would not neglect so important a
111 t.xr T II nmii-oQ r*a an Vt o r»on A/flVlf/l
io so. Abroad the custom is universally observed,
tud a foreigner seldom if ever seeks an American
wife from among those less blessed by fortune,
the recent marriage of Miss Audenreid and
3ount Devonne, of France, is yet another
instance of title allying with solid American gold.
Every one, of course, knows that the Count was head
aver ears in love with his bride, but the main
chance was not overlooked and the dowry was
satisfactorily settled in compliance with the French
aw before the contract was sealed at the altar,
rhe amount of Miss Audenreid's income is vari>uslyestimatod from four to eight thousand dolars,to which her mother has addded a "dot" of
several thousand more out of her handsome for;unethat will in ail probability revert eventually
;o her daughter."

MRS. SENATOR WOLCOTT CONDEMNS DOWRIES.
Mrs. Wolcott, wife of the Senator from Colorado,

vas at first rather disinclined to express her views,
is she had never seriously considered the question,
jut she soon warmed up to the subject in reply to
me or two leading questions, and ardently espoused
;he opposite view. Mrs. Wolcott went on to explainthat she considered domestic Happiness bet;ersecured by total dependence on the part of the
vife. She said:.
"In every male breast there lives a spark of la;entchivalry that is sure to be called forth by the

lemand for protection on the part of the weaker
vessel, and his manly pride is roused by the denandupon his rightful sovereignty over those who
ire dependent upon his strength, just as the very
lependency of an infant claims our natural love
md oare. We Americans are far too apt to indulge
n a habit of imitating foreign customs instead of
reserving that boasted independence so hardly
von by our forefathers, and the worst of it is that
ve by no means adopt the best of them. We
isually follow some foolish, brief fancy originating
n distant lands by a olass of people possessing
.otally opposite requirements. The French, as
veil as many other Europeans who observe this
aw of dowry giving, live very happily to all ap-
pearances, Dut the truth is that the women or otner
lountries expect le-s from their husbands than we
Americans enjoy. One thing, however, X have no;icedamong foreigners is that the wife of a Frenchnanis far more respected in the light of counsellor
;o her husband than with us, and is consulted
ipou every and any emergency, whether of public
>r private demands, aud the wisdom of her advice
»enerally followed. The trouble with us lies in
;he fact that wo have developed into such a money
,'etting, money loviug race that in following the
practical we lose the joy of the ideal, and the
sweet romance of love is destroyed in the effort."
"Do you hot think that much depends upon the

iharacter of the man whether or not such total
lepeudence results in happiness?"

'Of course," replied Mrs. Wolcott, "wh6re a man
s a tyrant by nature no domestic congeniality or
vedded joy can be expected under any considera;ion;but every true man will guard his wife from
i feeling of dependence and treat her with conlideration,whether she possess private means or
:ome to him empty handed. By all means let us
ivoid the adoption of any custom, but preserve
>ur individuality as a nation and let circumstances
[Hide our action in this question, as in every other
;vent of life."

MBS. VICE PRESIDENT MORTOH.
Mrs. Morton preferred to express no decided

riews in reference to publicly discussed questions
vithout more time for their serious consideration
ban my present demand would permit, yet she
idded that she did not realize the necessity for the
ntroduction of any such marriage settlement in
his country as provails abroad.
"Come aud see me in a few years when my

laughters are old enough to seriously force the
lonsideration upon me and I will be better prelaredto answer you," she said, and turned the
:onversation with her natural tact. I regretted her
lecision all the more, coming from a woman whose
onnd common sense would bear all the more
orcibly upon our topic.

MANNERS AND MORALS.

JNMANNEBLY SHOPPERS AND COMMON LAW REMEDYOP VICTIMS.
Manners betray morals. If there Is truth in this

iDhorlsm. which has been believed in for centuries In
ome shape or other, it does not speak well for the Reublic.
It is curious how people go through life jutting

igainst its tragedies, jostled by its ill-breeding, yet
lever remembering any of these things long enough
o leam a lesson or a principle from them.
If they get on without actually going bankrupt,

osing limbs or being worked to death; if they can have
touse, furniture, clothes and turn out generally as

ood as their neighbors, they are satisfied. They don't
aind how many times they slip on ice if their bones
lon't break.their neighbors' bones are no matter,
'hey don't seem to care if they are robbed and
windled moderately at every turn if enough is left
o pay taxes and keep a tolerably smart appearance.
They are bumped, elbowed and crowded every day,

,nd every day they are ready to be bumped, elbowed
nd crowded again, as long as they can stand it. Their
ime is stolen, their health impaired, their substance
wasted, but if they have to eat, drink and be merry,
raste and loss are not worth counting.
They are the well-to-do or tolerably-to-do middle

lass, the gigmanity of the species, a name which
Lts too well ever to be shed till the last trace of what
b qualifies is cast aside. They are the people who
:nderstand with their elbows, I think, Mr. Kipling
iys. I can't quote correctly, for one of the breed has
iorrowed my magazine and probably will bring it
ack next fall, if he happens to think of it.
That class of people never do return books promptly.

7cry few people have any morals about books anyhow
roiu copyrigni to qorrowing.

PEOPLE WHO CANNOT CHEAT.
But those who arc ever so little less rawboned and
avc not the strength of the carnivora, or the penny
:etting proclivities of corner shopkeepers, how is it
v'ith them in this jostling world? The pence filched
roiu them at every turn swell to shillings, dollars and
undreds, and they cannot squeeze other pennies in turn
nit of somebody else to make the loss good, for bread
ias no savor, tire no warmth and light no cheerfulness
or them, earned by defrauding even of a penny.
There are such people left in the world. Perhaps

hat is why the sun shines and the Arctic ice does not
werbalance the globe and send the oceans washing
iver it again. You may be doubtful, but there are
leopie whom neither pence, dollars nor fortunes attract
unless they are cleanly come by.
I knew of ope such the other day. There was a

:hance of a partnership for sale of a manufactured
irtlcle which a sharp young business man saw a forunein. He wanted to manage the buying and Belllgwhile the older man attended to making the article.
Jut the young man wanted to put "new blood" into
he concern, and the first improvement was to put the
>rico up double. Othep things of the same kind were
selling everywhere for the high price, and as an imtrovementin working would reduce the cost by half
;hpre was a handsome profit "from the word go."
That was the way he phrased it I think. He would

idvertise showily, make a "boom" of the thing and
r*oop in the dollars. Bad practice leads to bad language.
But the manufacturer Opposed. He made areippctableprofit on his ware as it was, and he could

lot feel it right to charge three prices for it, if everylodyels? tlid. The younger man argued angrily, conemptuousiy,the agreement fell through, the young
nan dashed off to the city to embark on some finaniulscheme worthy of his talents, for he remarked he
letested a small business. The older took up his
iurden disappointed, but with a steady heart.
What did it matter to him if others were getting

ive times the worth of their goods, rolling up forunes,and setting up charities to keep things even
nth their consciences. His would be clear from the
legiiming. Every dollar that he took he could feel
hat he had honestly earned without overreaching or
aklng unnecessary dollars out or somebody else s
0-ket. And by ills way of doing business there would
e lltt'o need of charities.

PINCHBECK CHARITIES.
Probably he will never build a club house for workngpeople, but undoubtedly their own homes will be

leasanter for the dollars which they have been alDwedto keep to themselves.
You all know the great chocolate works near Boston,

1-hoss buewn cakes are in demand wherever chocolate
ake ifv* nown, a firm whoss manager casually relarksthat "wo sent out $45,000 lees advertising last
ear than usual," and orders his printing by the mlli»ninstead of the thousand like you and me.
All which counts for nothing, as plenty of firms

latch this business, but the founder of the works left
-> his will a clause that, no man 6hould ever be emloyedin the manufactory at less than $2 a day, and
I:-- Hile is strictly kept. It is easy to employ such
elp as is wanted for $7 and $8 a week, all that other
actories are paying, but no man goes on the pay roll
f that establishment at less than $2. Needless to
ay It has the best hands, and they earn their money.
Jo club house for poor people bears the dead man's
ame, but each man in his employ can have a home
e does not want to leave for a club hotiss or any otli ir
esort.
What is all this farce of people's palaces and worktigmen's clubs but a pretence? A shilling's worth

f free show an evening as escape from the inolerablesqualor of homes in place of decent ones
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that no tired workman need want to leave for comfort
or cheor. Do you suppose he enjoys his twelve feat
of kennel ajiy better when he goes back to It from
your palaces? Such uainby pamby projects will do
to amuse the leisure of ladies and gentlemen who understandthe needs of the class they profess to benefit
and know exactly as much about them, as they do
about the plumbing of their own houses and arc as
well qualified to remedy its evils. They will have
the waterback blow up on their hands some da^v while
they are tinkering about it, and loam the prudence of
leaving it to wiser hands bred to the business.
As for the picturesque, clnb houses and lodging houses

which are pointed out in manufacturing villages of New
Euglajid and the interior, I never see them without a
wish to examine the accounts of the establishment
which is able to afford such showy benefactions, and
see how many Invalids have failed and died in unwholesometenements; how many families crowded
alo:ig on $8 a week to the wage earner; how many
improvements by clever employes were seized or

bought for a few dollars to earn thousands for the
owners; how many contracts with smaller firms weie
shuffled out of or broken l«cause the weak could not
help themsolves, before this tardy titho was paid to
still conscience and cheat the devil.
Do you suppose he will be satisfied with ten cents

on the dollar?
GOSPEL OF MANNERS.

But do nots suppose I mean to treat you to a diatribeagainst capitalists and manufacturers. You
can hear that any Sunday from the cheap pulpits of
ambitious men. Capitalists are no worse than you or
1 are likely to be if we haxl their chance. This la
plain enough from the way most people treat their
fellows.
We are all bound to pay certain dues to our fellow

beings, honesty for one, and consideration for another.
One is as much binding as the other. Polite persons
feel this, highly bred .ones believe in it as their religion.It is the golden rule and moral law brought
down to date. But no one can observe our people In
public without wishing for a Savonarola to preach to
them the gospel of good manners, which are only
morals in fine type. My attention has been especially
caught by some brutalities in the last two years whloh
demand extirpation.
Have you ever waited by the swing doors of large

shops and galleries without wondering that more
people do not get their brains knocked out by the carelessnessof those passing through? This has been
spoken of in print before, but it needs more than rebuke.It Is growing to be a menace to life and callingfor stringent laws to enforce better manners upon
our women, who are the offenders In the case. There
is no use saying accidents may happen. Accidents
do happen, but as no legal redress is provided, apparently,the sufferers are taken home, the matter
hushed up and things go on as before. Women sail
through in a hurry, let the door fly from their hands
without looking to see who is behind, and march off
without a thought or care for the damage done.
These doors weigh little less than a huudred weight
apiece. They get a good swing of five or six feet
as woman number one passes out, and their recoil has
force enough to break the nose or skull of the person
following if she is not expert in dodging and catchingthe door in Its return.

WHO TAKES THE HINDMOST?
But I will tell you what I Iiave seen within a few

months. Early last October passing In a throng out
of one of the largest Boston shops a tall woman well
dresssd came sweeping along, went through the door
with a rush aod let it fly back some four feet at least
with full swing.
A woman just closing the other leaf of the door

with her hand checking it, was not able to get out
of the way quick enough, and her hand w,is caught
between the two heavy doors and almost crushed;
the blcod started In her glove, tha finger hone was
nearly broken. She turned white with pain and almostfainted, the, grenadier in front marching away
without a glance to sae what became of any one behind.Doctors know what injury results to the nerves
from such crushing of the sensitive linger tips and
hand. In point of fact that woman had not the use
of her hand for six weeks, and feels the injury to this
day. She happened to be In the same calling as myself,and you can ur.d rstend what the loss of bar right
hand for six weeks is to a busy press woman. The
whole arm was affected, swelling to the shoulder, and
had to be carried in a sling.
One of tho floorwalkers spoken to about it said he

had told the manager there ought to bo check springs
on those doors, and it was a wonder accidents did
not hap{>en oftener. It was pretty plain that they
had happened before or Ms attention would not have
been called to the matter.
A week since tho same woman had her other hand

caught in the heavy doors of the Park street depot.
A young girl out shopping In jaunty jacket and plaid
skirt went through in the usual utter indifference of
women to all the rest of the world, flung the door back
after her and caught tho wrong person this time.
"I went up to her," said the justly incensed penwoman,
"took her by the arm and read her a short lecture,
for I wasn't going to have a hand hurt again without
having somebody else share the trouble. She listened
a moment, glanced contemptuously at the hand and
pulled away. The next time any one swings a door In
my face I shall give her in charge to the police as

guilty of wanton Injury for which she is justly responsible."

YOUR COMMON LAW REMEDY,
The point is correctly taken. By common law any

one is responsible under penalties for Injury to life
or limb resulting from carelessness, whether explicitly
prohibited by special statute or not. It is a pity that
every one who gets hurt this way would not follow the
case up and make an example of the offender.
No lady will go through a swing door leaving it to

her nose or send her to the point of fainting with the
blood spurting from her finger tips or an elbow knocked
crazy." The woman who sails through a swing door
leaving it to fly back in the faces of those behind her
marks her own low caste and utter want of breeding.
There is material you may spend a lifetime over

and never leave a trace of training. That women
have to be reminded on such a ix>int is very poor tributeto their mf'ids or manners.

SWING DOOR ACCIDENTS.
If the list of f>.rl(lonu< by swing <!oors were followed

up it would astonish every one. Doctors can tell some
stories about this if they choose, and it would be
doing the public a service.
Tho superintendent at the depot referred to when told

of the accident regretted it as an outrage, but added
that he could not see what the company could do to
prevent it, as it was not its part to teach the public
good manners.

It is not a mere question of manners, but of safety,
and any company or merchant should take the same
care to prevent it as to ward off accidents by elevatorsor enforce neatness in the watting rooms, and
what is more give the depot police charge on the subjectto reprimand any person violating the public
safety via swing doors.
One would ha.rdly think that this enlightened and

well instructed generation would fail in consideration
of infirm people if only from self-resi>ect and to show
its fine manners. But one must be crippled and carry
a crutch to know what sordid want of consideration
good.i. e., well dressed, well educated.society can
show. Common people as a rule are most considerate
of cripples or invalids, and it is really touching to see
the thoughtfulness they will show, in carrying parcels,,helping one across crowded streets or giving up
places in a car.

WELL BKESSEB IMAGES.
But It was in one of the "society" cars, full of well

looking people, at duels one winter evening. A woman
came in slowly and painfully leaning on a crutch and
stood all the way to her destination, half a mile perhaps,while not one Of those intelligent people offered
her a seat. Every lurch of the car nearly threw her
from iier balance, she could hardly get out of the way
of people crowding fn and out without being thrown
down, but still those handsome graven images sat
without winking toward giving her a place.
The conductor was moved out of his good manners

to say pretty loudly that he thought some of those
people might give her a seat, but nobody did.not the
stout, comfortable gentleman sitting hj his wife, nar
the student-like young man, nor the young gentleman
with his sister and cousin. Being one of the strap
dingers I had no ssat to yield, but I laid the aeene up
for future use.

In shops again ami again the same brutal want of
courtesy or feeling for lame persons has showed itself
to my notice.a dashing young woman in full trim and
perfect toilet bearing down upon a lame woman and
actually sweeping her out of the way. X have seen
the same thing in the street.a party of extremely
nice looking young people, lad about sixteen and girls
a year younger, spread out in open order, taking the
whole sidewalk and farcing a lame person to step out
in the slush for them.

I supposed that manners was a cult with the presentgeneration and that they had manners at least, if
not religion. But I do not see much that looks like it.
I do see young people laugh boisterously when the
shosk of car coupling hurts some lady's spine so that
she starts with agony, or an. old man winces as he
knocks his elbow. I have seen such a trifle make a
car ring for ten minutes witli the fun of boys and
girls in their later teens, who did not look as if they
had any right to be snobs. It would be for their
benefit and the relief of a long suffering public if older
persons should occasionally take these young folk# in
hand and give them to understand just bow sick other
people are of them.

UNFILIAL DAUGHTERS.
Lastly for this time, and what louses feeling more

than anything else is what is continually seen in cars,
in depots and in churches.the well dressed married
daughter in furs and velvet with her plain old mother
giving up the best seat and the robust daughter taking
it. No one but a lowbred woman could do this for
her own sake. The last time I saw it was in that
folio of society, a depot restaurant, where a showy
daughter in fur. plumed hat and diamonds with her
stylish young daughter held the comfortable seats at
table, while the mother in plain black gown and shawl
im-v.-Ki v ujtm tue cuu w-i i, jusucu uv an i lu.- wimuo
ill passing.
I see it Again and again.the hard worked old womanwhohas toiled to give her daughter a good chance

in life and has married her well, yielding the best
places and the daughter taking them. If a woman
is stolid brute enough to let her mother go ill dressed
while she flaunts in the best, at least do not let her
affront public feeling by taking the best places from
her abroad. Let her reserve that selfishness for home
if she must indulge in it, but do not let her outrage
all men and some women by making it a public spectacle.A Turk would be ashamed to treat his mother
so.

Give the old mother or the middle aged mother the
seat of honor and ease, for she has earned it, and don't
set the younger generation the example of snubbing
her for they will be too likely to copy it. If the
cap fits, lose no time in getting rid of it.

SHIRLEY DARE.

THE REASON.

[From the Boston Courier.]
Quidnunc.What makes your hair so much grayer

than your whiskers?
Bullfinch.Why, my hair is a great deal older than

my whiskers.

«
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FASHION PREPARING
FOR SPRING CONQUESTS.

Series of Becoming Dresses for
Theatre, Ball, Home and

Street Wear.

NEW MATERIALS FOR SPRING

Blue Steel Still in Favor and Gauze Hoods
the Latest Novelty.

Those fascinating little capuchons of gauze and lace
are the newest device for evening wear. It is a comfortto have some dainty headgear which Is warm,
light and does not disarrange the elaborate coiffure;
and the problem is solved by theso voluminous hoods
of gauze and lace, with an Inner hood of soft silk,
which rests lightly on the hair.
The chief charm, it must be confessed, is their becomingnoss,for the very plainest face is attractive

emerging from a cloud of delicately tinted gauze, which
softens the outlines and makes a rose tinted mystery
around the head and throat.

I was shown in a large shop in the Rue de la Paix
a number of these gauze hoods and was assured that
they are the la,test novelty. The prettiest ones were

made of two gauzes, pink and blue, blue and pale yellow,and yellow and white, over a foundation of silk.
One or two had the silver nail heads, now so popular,
dotted over the gauze to give more effect.
The gauze is draped loosely over the full silk hood,

and ends with a long fichu, which is thrown around
the neck and is caught by rosettes of gauze or bows
of ribbons. One capuchon had a quaint effect of
laJce ear tippets, a straight band of white lace coming
smoothly down at each side of the face. Fine white

urei a, cuwreu luuiwunuii, witn an immense ncnu
of lace, is used In the same way, but nothing is so
completely "fetching" as the gauze arrangements.

Velvet hoods are also worn In the eveulngs, and are
made very large, and are often lined with smocked
silk, which is light and elastio.
The " American hoo(i" as It Is called in Ixradon, is

a Quaker cap, with a wide pleating turned back from
the face, and finished with a bow at the top. Its
quaintness is its chief quality.
The garments in which there Is more change and

novelty at this dead season are the cloaks and manteaux.There is little strikingly new in dresses, but
the new Henri IX. capes are furnishing a field for the
dressmakers' taste.
By the way, we are to have the well known Medici

collar with us in all the spring garments. It is too
good a friend and hides too many defects to be soon
abandoned. It will be adapted: and changed in the
various new styles, but it promises to be there still.

BEADY FOB SPUING,
New materials ate already prepared for the spring

and early summer. I saw last week a pile of foulardfrom which samples were being cut to send, to
American dressmakers for early orders.

Black grounds with colored polka dots are to be
as much worn next season as last, and curious large
hoops and rings were among the new patterns which
were jealously concealed. Black lace, with the bouquetpatterns wrought in colored silks, are also among
the new designs whi^h are on their way to New York.

SOME NEW CBEATIONS.
Another pretty dress, one of the models for the approachingseason, is of dark blue cloth, plain skirt

THE CAPUCHON FOB EVENING.

slightly wrinkled around the hips, the front of bodice
and skirt in one piece, with no trimming on the skirt
but a narrow depassant of gold headed with a jet line.
The top of the bodice Is of cloth of gold brocaded

with blue, similar to the material In a previously
mentioned costume. The under armpiece also is removedand replaced by cloth of gold, and is outlined
with a row of jet cabochons and embroidery.
The sleaves of the bine cloth are studded with large

jet cabochons, and on the shoulders and at the point
of the yoke fall deep tassels and strings of jet. The
combinations of gold and jet with gold are extremely
pretty. In the back of this costume is another originalidea.
The bodice is fastened, in the back, and the fastening

is concealed with a row of jet cabochons placed closely
together. The two long seams at the sides commencingat the yoke are concealed by a lino of jet, and tho
bodice makes a point in tha back and is outlined in the
same manner.

BLUE STEEL HOLDS ITS OWN.
Blue steel is to be mucn worn, and is creeping in

upon hats in the form of large wings and butterflies
which catch brilliant blue lights, and upon lace in
spangles and embroideries. The combination with
black is superb.
A new material, looking precisely like the horizontal

striped waistcoat of the butler or "buttons," is just exposedat a prominent couturlere's. The green or blue
foundation Is striped across with very narrow yellow \
bands, raised above the surface like felt.

It is to be used iu making cloaks ana paletots, Dut
I can already see it employed for waistcoats to smart
sp-ing jackets. If we imitate the cocher's cape, the
sportsman's pink coat and our brothers' shirts, why
should we not wear a dashing little waistcoat of green
and yellow stripes like the "potit groom?"

A VISITING TOILETTE.
One of the prettiest visiting toilettes which we hare

seen for some time past is of drap cuir and velvet

T\|f
HAT FOE YOUNG GIRL.

cordone. The corsage is of velvet with full basques
drawn in to the figure. The fronts are of plush cut out
over cloth and drawn hack to the corsage of velvet byseamsof the arm and shoulders. The sleeves high
and of velvet. A high collar of cloth and a low collarof velvet with a cravat of velvet. The capote
formed by a crown of roses of velvet, and behind a
bunch of feathers. The strings of black velvet.

A GKAY DEESS.
A very neat dress 1* made of gray-blue cloth, with

black embroideries. The corsage with long basques
of the same cloth, and held close to the figure with a
buckle of black jet. The front embroidered at the
top. A high collar. High sleeves with inset of embroidery.A felt hat, with a breadth of gold embroidery.A bunch of feathers on the back. Gray gloves.

OF FELT CLOTH.
A dress of felt cloth, ti'immed with Cordova embroideryand with velvet of the same shade. A princesse

dress, the back forming the. fulness for the back of
the skirt. The side of the back and front with invisibleclosings and darts of the bosom, and dart marking
the side of the front. The bottom of the dress cut out
walnut shaped with the exception of the back, which
Is ov"r a falsa skirt of velvet, over which Is a pointed
pleat, and an embroidery ornamented with walnuts.
The sleeves draped and drawn in by a silver buckle
over a sleeve top ornamented with embroideries. Patternsof embroidery at the"back and. front. A high
collar of cloth, with dight overflow trimming of astrakhan.A felt hat with brim broken at the back
and trimmed with ribbons and feathers.

A BALL DKESS.
Just now, as ever, ball dresses occupy the mind of

iE SHEET.
every lady, and more than ever change from day to
day. What you had yesterday in the way of a ball
dress won't do to-rroww, and the general feature is
that simplicity is the order of the day; but there is
rothing, as wo know full well, so expensive as well
dressed simplicity. A very charming ball dress for a
young girl is of lucoile tulle embroidered with silk.
A full corsflfte, held in by bands of lucoile velvet,

closed at the sido by bows. The skirt with accordeon
pleats. ?nd darts of lucoUe velvet, fringed with a
rir«Vi <rr»l,1 K^^-ntv.

HOME MADE CAMERAS.

FACILITIES FOR AMBITIOUS AMATEUB PHOTOGBAPHERSMAI>3 POSSIBLE BY THE DRY PLATE.
Since the advent of the dry plate, which made it

possible for any one with a little practice and a

fair apparatus to make a Rood picture, the interest
in it has rapidly increased until now cameras are

almost as plenty as flies in summer tirae. Probably
many of the young readers of this paper already
possess an outfit and have made many pictures,
but there are doubtless also many who have not
yet been initiated Into the mysteries of the fascinatingart.
A camera can easily be made at home at a very

small expense, and a knowle'dge of how to make
one will enable many to enter the ranks of the
amateurs who would otherwise have to stay outside.

£EDUCED TO LOWEST TEKM8.
The principle of photography is, to express it

plainly, as follows:.A glass plate is coated with a

preparation of gelatine in which are mixed compoundsof silver salts and other chemioals, so thai
when it is exposed to the light the plate is acted on
by it. If the plate is exposed to the light for an
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instant and thou is flooded with another mixture of
chemicals called the "developer" it will rapidly
turn black. Now if the plato is shut up in a dark
box and the only light that ip allowed to touch it
comes through a lens which throws an image of the
object pointed at on the plate it is plain to see that
soma parts of it will be
more affected than
others, so tliat in "de- w "r7T
veloping" the plate, as | c jit is called, some parts 1a3 m

'

will be almost clear *Pj I
Class and some will al- n Sji1
most, if not quite, ba | ^ 'a LU
black. This is the way j. I
the negative is made and eL _|
is the principle on which "

all cameras are formed,
complicated or slmrile.
In making things at SECTI05f through camera.home one object is to

save expense as well as to have the satisfaction of
making your own outfits. Therefore we are contentedwith less handy articles sometimes, providedwe get as good results. So the camera about
to bo described will be of the simplest possible
form, but with the aid of an ordinary opera glass
lens a fine picture can be obtained -with it."

l'hotoi.kaphy in its elements.
A few pieces of pasteboard, bits of wood, a small

piece of bookbinder's cloth and a pill box are all
that is necessary besides the lens. As the lens is
the all important part this should be procured
first. If an old pair of opera glasses is at hand, or
a good pair even, as this will not hurt them in the
least, and the lens can be quickly replaoed.unscrewone of the front lenses from the frame. When
this is secured there is no further difficulty in the
way of complete success. If one is not accessible
other substitutes for a regular lens can be used, as
will be described later.
The size of the smallest regular dry plate is

oalled a quarter plate, ana is 3Jix4>^ inches. As
the ordinary opera glass lens would not be likely
to cover a larger plate than this it will be best to
make the camera for this size. Obtain the focus of
the lens by holding it up to the window and throwingthe image that it casts on a sheet of paper carefullyshaded When the picture is clear and sharp
measure the distance from the lens to the picture
and set it down for future reference.
Now make a box of thin wood 3X bv inches

square on the outside and one-quarter "inch longer
than the focal distance of your lens just measured.
Paint this box blick inside. Get a little shellac
and a cent's worth of lampblack at the paint store
and mix it as used. This makes a handy black to
use, as it dries very quickly. Now cut a piece of
thin wood to the exact size of the inside of the box,
anil cut a hole in the centre in which to fit the
lens. Paint this black also and fit in place a quarterof an inch from one end.
The diagram at figure 1 shows how to put it in

place, EE being the partitiQn and C the lens. Tack
the partition firmly in place and don't have the

lens screw in so tight
but what you can re.- in.. move it easily.that is,

SSljgmTj 1111 III I; ![! if there is auy prospect
jgOSj Mi, Ij that you will wish to re(jTytB,!:j 'I'l move it, as in the case of
IIHawnl'l '

!i a borl'owed glass. The
\ ,|j| 111 distance from A to B in

m||S .i ji the diagram should be
'lllllllilp the same as the distance

'L. between your lens and
picture when measured
at the window. A piece

the cameba complexe. of ground glass placed
over the end of the box

will show whether the lens is rightly placed, and it
is very easy to cut off a littlo from the box, or if
too short to tack some strips of wood on.

UTILIZING TBIFLES.
From the druggist get an ordinary pasteboard

pill box about an inch and a quarter or au inch
and a half in diameter. Cut apiece of pasteboard
just the size of the end of the camera box and
make a hole in the centre of it just large enough to
push the pill box through. The small rim of the
box will hold it from going clear through. Glue in
place and paint the box black both outside and inside.Punch a small hole an eighth of an inch in
diameter in the bottom of the pill box, as at D
Fig. 1. The bottom of the box thus serves as a
diaphragm for the lens and the cover as a nap.
Procure from the bookbinder some black cloth,

such as is used to cover books, or of course most
any other dark colored cloth will do, only this
looks nice. Cut a piece an inch larger, all around,
than the pastboard containing the pill box and cut
a round hole in it so it will slip down over the box.
Cover one Bide with glue or paste, and after laying
the pasteboard over the end of the box containing
the Ions fold the edges of the cloth down over and
stick them there. This makes a light tight end for
the box, the light going through only the small
hole in the bottom of the pill box, and then only
when the cover cap is removed. This hole, by the
way. should be made to come as near opposite the
centre of the lens as possible, as in Fig. 1.
To complete the camera make a pasteboard box

just large enough to slip on over the wooden box,
and cover it with some of the bookbinder's cloth.
Paint this black inside also and everything is in
readinesss to take a picture. Fig. 2 shows the
camera complete as described above.

now TO USE THIS CAMERA.
To use it put a dry plate, film side up, in the bottomof the outside box and slip the wooden box in

as far as it will go. It the outer box is made to fit
tight, no light will get to the plate. The position
ol' the plate is indicated in Fig. 1, which shows the
camera in outline ready for exposure.
Point the camera at any object, resting it on

something to keep it steady, remove tlie cap for a

second, no longer, replace and the picture Is taken.
Don't hold the cap off too long or the picture is
lost. In taking views with this lens be careful not
to have straight lines
like a fence or the side- j~- ' ...

walk across the foreground,as it distorts e «

things somewhat, and Eah

straight lines appear
curved. This would ^ V M 4
not bo noticed in ordi- ijs^V/g
nary landscape views, L.
however. H gj
The lens should be

used just the reverse
to what it is in the ..... ..

-i.nt, , .

the rounding''or convox uo

side toward tlio plata. Ib HEljI) IN PLACE-

If one is not acquainted with photography at all,
one of the many handbooks on the subject should
be procured before attempting to use the camera
so as to know how to handle the plates and develop
them.

SUBSTITUTE LENSES.
Whan an opera glass lens cannot be procured

some substitute must be obtained. A very good
picture can be made with an ordinary spectacle
glass for a lens. Any boy can obtain one of theso,
so the camera is within the reach of all. For
convenience, one of short focus should be used, a
No. 5 or 6, or even shorter. These can be obtained
at any store whero glasses are sold at an expense
of not over a quarter of a dollar. The camera
should be made exactly as for the opera glass lens,
only the spectacle glass should be iastesed over
the'hole in the partition E. Fig. 3 shows a good
way to fasten it in place by sticking slips of paper
across the ends.

If the glass will not make a picture the full size
of tho plate, cut a circular mask out of black paper
and put over the plate, the size of the circle being
governed by the size of the picture that appears
clear on the ground glass when placed across the
end of the box. Tho result is a circular picture in
tho centre of the plate, a la Kodak. When prints
with a broad, clear margin are made from these
negatives they make very pretty and attractive
pictures. A circular mask will also be necessary in
the printing frame. ,

PADDLEWHEELS MUST GO|
FROM NORTH RIVER FERRIES I
. 1Complete Triumph at Last of the 1

Double Ended Propeller.

ALL FERRIES CATCHING ON. J
Evolution of the Screw Ferryboat Idea and

a Specimen Masterpiece.

Four screw ferryboats, of what Is now th®
thorough modern type, are being built for use on **

the North Kiver. Two others similar in design
are projected, and the six will be the most perfect
craft of tbeir kind in tbe world. ^
ThAlv Annstriintinn martu o. AlaH-nnt ir» +\>e%.

history of river navigation. It is the first step in !
what will probably be a general substitution of
fore and aft screws for the old style paddle wheels,
The first screw ferryboat was built by John >

Stevens, of Hoboken, at the same time that Fultonbuilt the York and Jersey paddle boats for

^ |

OAT CINCINNATI. jM
the Jersey City ferry. Both types were experts J
meats. Fulton's boat seemed best adapted td
river service, and the v&ddles have been in usa
ever since. i

Forty years ago Edwin A. Stevens revived the
'

old idea in the interest of the Hoboken ferries, but <
gave it up eventually. Edwin Brady, of New York,
patented a screw boat in 1867 and built two 908
ton vessels, but their only subsequent use seems
to have been as agitating dredges at the mouth of
the Mississippi. 11

EVOLUTION OF THE SCBEW FERRYBOAT, /But of late years the engineers of the great local
ferries gradually came to the conolusion .that the
screw boat deserv ed another trial. They talked of
it for ten years, each rather unwilling to make the
experiment. Bather naturally it fell to another
Stevens to take the lead. Colonel Stevens and
Superintendent Woolsey, of the Hoboken Ferry
Company, conferred for a, year or so on different
plans for a new screw boat, and two years ago the
Bergen was launohed. After a few trips on tha
Barclay street ferry the new boat was sent baok to
Newburg and almost rebuilt in details suggested
by her short experience. Ferry men everywhere
set the new venture down as a failure and sympathizedwith the afflioted oompany, but the Ber- t

gen came back ready for another trial and is a y
complete success.
This settled al! doubt of the availability of tha

new idea and the innovation is generally accepted.
The Hoboken company was the flrst to take ad«
vantage of its own demonstration. Two new boats,
with very little variation from the plana of tha
Bergen, are being built at Newburg. They will ba 4
the Hoboken aud Castle Point.

FALLING INTO LINE.
The Pennsylvania Railroad is building a double £

decked screw boat at Elizabethport to be called the
Cincinnati. It wili be the handsomest ferryboat
in the world. Its counterpart, soon to be built.
will do tne St. .louis. rue rourtn new boat is the
John McOullough, now building in Philadelphia tt
for the Erie Railroad's Chambers street ferry. A
second boat for this ferry, yet without a name, is
also to bo built.
The new type of boat is well illustrated in the

Bergeu. Compared with the Orange, the latest
type of the paddle point, the points of tho Bergen
are as follows:.

Bergen. Oravge.
Length, feet -00211
Beam, feet 32.1632
llrausht, feet 8.107.8
Immersed surface, square feet 5,788 5,371jAugmented surface, square jeet... 7,524 7,612I
Beam, over guards, feet 62t>2
Space for passengers, square feet. 4,330 3,701
Number of seats 296254
Space for teams, square feet 3,448 3,94J
Engines.

'Iriplo expansion, horse power 660
Low pressure, horse power 500*

Diameter of cylinder, inoUesl8...27, 42 46
Stroke, feet 2 10
Weights of boilers, lbs .. 100,852 70,000
Heating surface, square feet 3,462 3,0+0
Weight of water to boiler, lbs 166,882 186,0<)0
Weight hull and machinery, tons. 538658
In the course of experiments to determine the

relative speed and economy of the two boats these
comparisons were added:.

Bergen. Orange
Indicated horse powerKerryservice 650490
120 mile run 665810

Coal consumed per hour, lbs 1.116 1,171
Feed water, per hour, lbs 14,284 10,129 THighest speed per hour, miles 14.6 11.5
Using only the stern screw the Bergen reached a

speed of 13.42 miles, and with only the bow screw
drawing 11.28 miles. The screws are 8 feet in
diameter with hubs of 7% inches.
From these comparative tables it is an easy mat- <

ter to recognize the superiority of the new idea
over the old, not only in the matter of the increasedspace available for passengers, but in the
important details of economy and speed. The
Bergen is a handsome boat. The interior fittings -A
are of auiet elegance, and thn nf t.hA
cabins unbroken by a paddle box anS glittering ia j *
the reflected light of many bevelled mirrors is very M
striking.

GROWING BIGGER AND BETTER,
The now companions of the Bergen will be larger

and in all probability double decked. This latter Jflpoint is now under consideration by the directors.
If the boats are double decked the ferry houses fl
tvill be altered to include the upper ap- * fl
proaches. V
The dimensions of the Castle Point and Hobokenwill be:.Length, 217 foct: beam, 36 feet; beam

over guards, 62 feet; draught, 10 feet; displace- Jment, 750 tons. H
Each boat will carry double compound engines

of four cylinders, two of 20 inches diameter and two
of 36 inches, the stroke being 2 feet 8 inches. These Jengines will be of SOO horse power. The screws fl
used will be practically of the same measurement^
as those of the Bergeu. The hulls are building ia
Newburg and will soon be launched. A

DOUBLE DECKER PlturELLER.
The new Pennsylvania boat is being built at the

yards of S.L.Moore's Sous, Elizabethport. This
boat will be the first of the perfected type of double
decked boats to be launched, and is accordingly
doubly interesting. Erank Turner, of Philadelphia,
is the designer. '^h« nnnBtrnntinti in

supervision of Superintendent Heyward, of the
company's motive power department. Some eleven
years tgo Mr. Heyward advocated tho Introductionof the screw, but was unable to put bis idea
into practice. Since the sucoess of the Bergen he
has been more successful.

DIMENSIONS OK THE CINCINNATI.
The dimensions of the Cincinnati will be:.Length

over all, '210 feet; beam, 4G feet; beam over guards,
<55 feet; draught, lu feet; depth of hold from deck,
17 feet. The hull will be of iron 5-16ths of an inch
in thickness. The deck and cross girders will also
be of iron, and an iron bulkhead will run the entirelength of the hull. And the peculiarity will be
an iron centre house running from the base of the
hull to the roof of the upper deck. In this will be
encased the furnace, boiler and engine rooms,
dynamos and all of tho machinery. The Cincinnati
will then be as far as possible fireproof.
Double compound engines of 1,000 horse power

will furnish the propelling power.
The Williamson stoam steering gear will be used.
Of the paddle boats of the company now in use ^

thr< e or four will ba altered and fitted with thew
upper deck. The New Brunswick, tha firm of
these, is now in service in her improved shape.
The older boats will be sent away for service else- *

where. The new St. Louis, which will be the companionboat of the Cincinnati, will be built on exactlythe same plans.
on other lines. |.

The Erie's new boat, the John McCullough, is to
be the most powerful and strongly built of all.
The builders are Neafie & Leavy, of Philadelphia.
The boat is nearly finished and will soon be ready
to attack the record of the Bergen as the fastest
ferryboat on the river.
The joiner work of the cabins, the deoorationa

and general fittings will be very artistic and etteotive.The cabins will bo 150 feet in length. Thia /
boat will be used on the ferry between the i'avon a T
depot and Chambers street. If it is as successful
as the Erie officials believe it will be it will be soon
followed by the second boat, which Is to bo built
with special attention to speed for the long run to \
the Twenty-third street ferry.
The New Jersey Central ferry from Liberty street

to Communipaw will be tho next to adopt the
screw boat. The new elevated railroad to Jersey jCity Heights is to hare its terminus at the Communipawdepot of the Central, a greatly increased
amount of ferry travel will naturally result. SuperintendentOlhauson has the matter under con- A
sideration. He too has been watching the Bergen, m
and has also studied the efficiency of the screw
boats on the Detroit ferries. He is satisfied with 1
the results, and will build screw boats for the new *

. «


